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This is a communication from the examiner In charge of your application. 
COMI^ISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 



^ This appiication has been examined ^1^ Responsive to oommunlcation filed o(\ ajj ^(:>j^(> C 
A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire ^ month(s), ~ days from the date of this letter. 



This action is made final. 



Failure to respond within the period for response wlit cause Uie application to become at>andoned. 35 U.S.C. 1 33 
Part I THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENT(S) ARE PART OF THIS ACTION: 

1. Notice of References Cited by Examiner, PTO-892. 
S.'O Notice of Art Cited by Applicant, PTO-1449. 
5. C] InforiTjation on How to Effect Drawing Changes, PTO-1474. 



Part II SUMMARY OF ACTION 



2, n Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
4. □ Notice of informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52. 
6. □ 




» pending in the application. 



/ s 



_ ^e withdrawn from consideration. 

have been cancelled. 

are allowed. 

wrejected. 

are objected to. 



6. Q Claims. 



_are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



7. D This application has been filed with informal drawings under 37 C.F.R. 1 .85 which are acceptable for examlnatton purposes. 
8. 0 Fonnal drawings are required In response to this Office action. 
9. n The corrected or substitute drawings have been received on . 



Under 37 C.F.R. 1.84 these drawings 



are □ acceptable; □ not aoceptabte (see explanation or Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948}. 

lQ.n The proposed additional or substitute sheet(s) of drawings, filed on . has (have) been Dapprovedby the 

examiner: □ disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 



1 1 . 0 The proposed drawing correction, filed . 



, has been □ approved; □ disapproved (see explanation). 



12, 0 Acknowledgement is made of the daim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 119. The certified copy has □ been received □ not been received 
□ been filed In parent aRJiication, serial no. ; filed on 

1 3. O Since this application apppears to be in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed In 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

14. □ Other 



PTOL-326 (Rov. WA) 



EXAMINER'S ACTIGN 



Serial ISfumber: 08/186,469 
Art Uait: 3407 



-2- 



PART III DETAILED ACTION 

1) T^plicant's arguments with respect to claim 2 have been 
considered but are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds . 
of rejection. 

2) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S. C. § 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 
(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in piiblic use or 
on sale in this coimtry, more than one year prior to the 
date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kelley et al. The patent to Kelley discloses a 
gas lift valve including a valve seat (19) with a curved inlet 
portion, a smooth straight intermediate portion and a smooth 
outwardly tapered conical section. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shaffer. The patent to Shaffer discloses a valve 
seat (20) used in an oil well to include a curved inlet section 
(22), a smooth intermediate section (21), and a smooth outwardly 
tapered conical section (23) . 



Serial Number: 08/186,469 -3- 
Art Unit: 3407 

3) Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to KEVIN LEE at telephone niomber (703) 308-1025. 
The Group 3400 fax number is (703) 308-7765. 
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